
Who is Jesus?
Adult Sunday School – 9:30am

Dec  13  The Genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:1-17)

Dec  20  The Birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25)

Dec  27  Jesus, King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12)

Jan    3  The Infancy of Jesus (Matthew 2:13-23)

Jan  10  The Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:1-17)

Jan  17  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
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 See Matthew 4:17, 16:21 

2
 See Matthew 7:28, 11:1, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1 



THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS – MATTHEW 1:1-17 

Verse 1 – The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  
 
Messianic prophecies ς Genesis 3:15, 22:15-19, 49:10; Numbers 24:17, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Matthew 1:21 
 
Son of David ς Isaiah 9:6-7, Matthew 1:20, 9:27-31, 12:22-32, 15:21-28, 20:29-34, 21:1-17, 22:42-46 
 
Son of Abraham ς Genesis 12:1-3, 17:1-8; Matthew 3:9, 8:10-12 
 
άLƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ Řŀȅ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƪƛƴƎΣ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
people.  The people thought of the Christ as a king because they hoped for a military victory and release 
ŦǊƻƳ wƻƳŜΦ  hƴŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΥ ά{ee, Lord, and raise up for them their king. The 
son of David to rule over your servant Israel.  In the time known to you, O God.  Undergird him with the 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ όtǎŀƭƳǎ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ мтΥнм-ннύ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ anointed 
for a far greater victory than that, a victory he accomplished by taking all three of the main leadership 
offices of Israel.  He is the king, anointed to defeat our greatest foes ς sin and death.  He is the priest, 
anointed to offer a sacrifice to remove the guilt of sin.  He is the prophet, anointed to tell the truth 
about humanity and himself.  The greatest truth is that he defeated sin for us because we cannot defeat 
sin.  He offered himself to remove our guilt because we cannot atone or compensate for our sin.  But 
Jesus is not just anointed to fulfill the three main offices of Israel.  He fulfills other tasks, as Matthew will 
show us.  He fulfills the role of Sabbath, by giving true rest to his people.  He fulfills the role off the 
temple, for in him God and mankind meet.  He judges mankind, knowing every thought and deed, and 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƛǎŘŜŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘΦέ ς Daniel M. Doriani3 
 
Verses 2-17 –  “…and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is 
called Christ.  [17]So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from 
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the 
Christ fourteen generations.” 
 
Comparisons to other genealogies – Luke 3:23-38, 1 Chronicles 1-3 
 
Exceptions to the pattern – Tamar (Genesis 38), Rahab (Joshua 2,6; 1 Chronicles 2:11, 51, 55; Hebrews 
11:31, James 2:25), Ruth (Ruth 1-4), Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11-мнύΣ άŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎέ όǾŜǊǎŜǎ нΣммύ 
 
ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ  IŜ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
Savior.  Therefore, let us receive his salvation.  He is the Christ, the one anointed to restore his people.  
Let us turn to him to restore us when we falter.  He is the Son of David, the mighty yet tender healer.  
Therefore, turn to him for healing.  He is the son of Abraham, the father of all the faithful, sent to fulfill 
the hopes of Jews and Gentiles alike.  Therefore, let us welcome all to the famiƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ς Doriani  
  

                                                                 
3
 Daniel M. Doriani, Matthew, Reformed Expository Commentary Series, P&R Publishing, 2008. 



THE BIRTH OF JESUS – MATTHEW 1:18-25 

Verses 18-19 – Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
[19]And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly.  
 
άLǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǘǊƻǘƘŜŘΦ  DƛǊƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
betrothed as young as twelve or thirteen, and boys when they were several years older than that.  By 
Jewish custom, a betrothal signified more than an engagement in the modern sense.  A Hebrew 
marriage involved two stages, the kiddushin (betrothal) and the huppah (marriage ceremony).  The 
marriage was almost always arranged by the families of the bride and groom, often without consulting 
them.  A contract was made and was sealed by payment of the mohar, the dowry or bride price, which 
ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻƻƳ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ mohar served to compensate the father 
for wedding expenses and to provide a type of insurance for the bride in the even the groom became 
dissatisfied and divorced her.  The contract was considered binding as soon as it was made, and the man 
and woman were considered legally married, even though the marriage ceremony (huppah) and 
consummation often did not occur until as much as a year later.  The betrothal period served as a time 
of probation and testing of fidelity.  During that period the bride and groom usually had little, if any, 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ ς MacArthur4 
 
Joseph, being a just man ς Deuteronomy 22:23-27, 24:1, Psalm 37:21 
 
Verses 20-21 – But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21]She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins."  
 
άaŀǘǘƘŜǿΧƳŀȅ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘƭŜǎǎ ƳŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǿƻƳōǎ DƻŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 
notably Sarah (Genesis 21:1-7), Rachel (Genesis 30:22-24) and Hannah (1 Samuel 1:20).  Angelic 
announcements of course have numerous OT precedents (e.g., Genesis 16:11-12, Judges 13:3-7) as do 
ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ όǎŜŜ ŜǎǇΦ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ отΣ плΤ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ нΣ тύΦέ ς Blomberg5 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀǎ άǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘέ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ the decision Joseph has 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΥ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ǇŜŘƛƎǊŜŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ {ƻΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
his previous decision, he is called to take two decisive actions, first to accept Mary as his wife rather 
than repudiating her and secondly to give her son a name, which will confirm his legal recognition of 
WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴǎ ŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ Ψǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩΦέ - France6 
 
What is conceived of her is from the Holy Spirit – Genesis 1:2, Psalm 33:6, Psalm 104:30 
 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins ς Matthew 1:1-17, Isaiah 53:4-12, Jeremiah 31:31-34, 
Ezekiel 36:25-31, Psalm 130:7-8 
 

                                                                 
4
 John F. MacArthur, Matthew, MacArthur New Testament Commentary Series, Moody Bible Institute, 1985. 

5
 Craig L. Blomberg, άaŀǘǘƘŜǿέ ƛƴ Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, G. K. Beale and D. 

A. Carson editors, Baker, 2007. 
6
 R. T. France, The Gospel of Matthew, The New International Commentary on the New Testament Series, Wm B. 

Eerdmans Publishing, 2007. 



άLƴ ώWƻǎƘǳŀΩǎϐ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ending their years of wilderness wandering.  Jesus does not save that way.  He did not save Israel from 
military enemies or from physical danger.  Jesus did save some people from physical illness and danger.  
.ǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧLƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ 
God cares about salvation from enemies, disease, and death, but that part of his program lies in the 
future, when Jesus returns.  By his incarnation, Jesus began to address the problem that lies at the root 
of all pains and sorrƻǿǎΦ  IŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ ς Doriani  
 
Verses 22-25 – All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  [23]"Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with 
us). [24]When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, [25]but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
God with us ς Matthew 28:18-20, Isaiah 7-9, Psalm 46, Psalm 139:7-12 
 
Does it matter that Jesus was “born of a virgin”? ς 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 John 3:5, Romans 5:12-19 
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŘƛƎǎ ǳǇ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭΣ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦŀǘƘer 
ƴŀƳŜŘ [ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǘƻƳō ŀƴŘ Řƻ 5b! ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ 
doubt that the virgin birth was really just a bit of mythologizing the Gospel writers threw in to appeal to 
the followers of the Mithra and Dionysian religious cults that were hugely popular at the time of Jesus, 
whose gods had virgin birth? But what if as you study the origin of the word virgin, you discover that the 
word virgin in the gospel of Matthew actually comes from the book of Isaiah, and then you find out that 
in the Hebrew language at that time, the word virgin could mean several things.  And what if you 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎ άōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƛǊƎƛƴέ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
pregnant the first time she had intercourse?...Could a person still love God? Could you still be a 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΚ  Lǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚ hǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΚέ - 
Bell7 
 
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊƎƛƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǳƴǘǊǳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅΤ ǿe would have a sexually 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŎǳƻǳǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
declare that he was God, and then joining his religion.  But if Mary is nothing more than a sinful con 
artist then neither she nor her son Jesus should be trusted.  Because both the clear teaching of Scripture 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊƎƛƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ - Driscoll8 
  

                                                                 
7
 Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian Faith, Zondervan, 2005. 

8
 aŀǊƪ 5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭΣ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ tƻǎǘƳƻŘŜǊƴ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ƛƴ The Supremacy of Christ in a 

Postmodern World, John Piper and Justin Taylor editors, Good News & Crossway Publishers, 2007. 



JESUS, KING OF THE JEWS – MATTHEW 2:1-12 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, [2]saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him." [3]When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4]and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. [5]They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so 
it is written by the prophet: [6]"'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah;  for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.'"   
[7]Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. [8]And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." [9]After listening to 
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. [10]When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. [11]And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. [12]And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 
 
What people (or groups of people) do we see in this passage? How does each respond to the message 
of the Magi? 
 
Bethlehem – John 7:37-44, Luke 2:1-7, Genesis 35:16-21, Ruth 1:2, 2:4, 4:11; 1 Samuel 17:12-15 
 
Herod ς ά¢Ƙƛǎ IŜǊƻŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ IŜǊƻŘǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
Testament.  Julius Caesar had appointed his father, Antipater, to be procurator, or governor of Judea 
under the Roman occupation.  Antipater then managed to have his son Herod appointed prefect of 
Galilee.  In that office Herod was successful in quelling the Jewish guerilla bands who continued to fight 
against their foreign rulers.  After fleeing to Egypt when the Parthians invaded Palestine, Herod then 
went to Rome and in 40 B.C. was declared by Octavian and Antony (with the concurrence of the Roman 
senate) to be the king of the Jews.  He invaded Palestine the next year and after several years of 
fighting, drove out the Parthians and established his kingdom.  Because he was not Jewish, but Idumean 
(Edomite), Herod married Mariamne, heiress to the Jewish Hasmonean house, in order to make himself 
more acceptable to the Jews he now ruled.  He was a clever and capable warrior, orator and diplomat.  
In times of severe economic hardship he gave back some tax money collected from the people.  During 
the great famine of 25 B.C. he melted down various gold objects in the palace to buy food for the poor. 
He built theaters, racetracks, and other structures to provide entertainment for the people, and in 19 
B.C. he began the reconstruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  He revived Samaria and built the beautiful 
ǇƻǊǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀŜǎŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊ /ŀŜǎŀǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘǳǎ όhŎǘŀǾƛŀƴΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜύΦ IŜ ŜƳōŜƭƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
cities of Beirut, Damascus, Tyre, Sidon and Rhodes, and even made contributions to rebuilding work in 
Athens.  He built the remarkable and almost impregnable fortress at Masada, where in A.D. 73 nearly a 
thousand Jewish defenders committed suicide rather than be captured by the Roman general Flavius 
Silva.  But Herod was also cruel and merciless.  He was incredibly jealous, suspicious, and afraid for his 
position and power.  Fearing is potential threat, he had the high priest Aristobulus, who was his wife 
aŀǊƛŀƳƴŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŘǊƻǿƴŜŘ ς after which he provided a magnificent funeral, where he pretended to 
weep.  He then had Mariamne herself killed, and then her mother and two of his own sons.  Five days 
before his death (about a year after Jesus was born) he had a third son executed.  One of the greatest 
evidence of his blood thirstiness and insane cruelty was having the most distinguished citizens of 



Jerusalem arrested and imprisoned shortly before his death.  Because he knew no one would mourn his 
own death, he gave orders for those prisoners to be executed the moment he died ς in order to 
guarantee that there would be mourning in Jerusalem.  That barbaric act was exceeded in cruelty only 
ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ άŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊέ (Matthew 2:16) in hopes of killing and threat to his throne from the one the Magi said 
ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦέ ς MacArthur 
 
King of the Jews ς 1 Kings 10:1-10, Psalm 72, Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 12:42 
 
Magi ς Isaiah 60:1-6, Numbers 24:17, Esther 1:13, Daniel 2:24,48 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ 
many wise men there were, the length of their journey, or the star9.  Rather he was interested in the 
fact that from the very beginning of the story, Gentiles came to worship the Jewish Messiah.  He was 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǊŜΦέ ς Boice10 
άDƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΣ ŦǊŀƴƪƛƴŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ ƳȅǊǊƘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ς these were the gifts of the 
wise men, and even at the cradle of Christ, they foretold that he was to be the true King, the perfect 
IƛƎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ ς Barclay11 
 
What role does Micah’s prophecy play in this passage? ς Micah 5:2-5, Romans 1:20-23, 2 Timothy 3:1-
9, Hebrews 1:1-2, John 5:39-40, John 1:1-14, Acts 17:22-32, Romans 10:13-18 
 
άDƻŘ ΧƘŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴ generally ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΧpropositionally in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, personally, in his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and savingly 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ - Reymond12 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΧ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛŦ ǿe are to interpret natural 
revelation rightly.  Hundreds of false religions in the world are evidence of the way sinful people, 
without guidance from Scripture, will always misunderstand and distort the revelation about God found 
in nature.  But the Bible alone tells us how to understand the testimony about God in nature.  Therefore 
ǿŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩs acǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ς 
Grudem13 
 
What is your response to the message of the Magi? ς 1 Peter 1:8-12 
 
άhŦŦŜǊ ƘƛƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƭŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳȅǊǊƘΧ.ŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳȅǊǊƘΦ  aȅǊǊƘ ƛǎ not only a symbol 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΧbŜȄǘΣ 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŎŜƴǎŜΦ  LƴŎŜƴǎŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΧCƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƭŘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦŜǊ 
your gold, you acknowledge the ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦέ ς Boice   

                                                                 
9
 See http://www.bethlehemstar.net ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀǊ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦέ 

10
 James Montgomery Boice, The Gospel of Matthew, Baker Books, 2001. 

11
 William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew, Westminster John Knox Press, 2001. 

12
 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998. 

13
 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, Zondervan, 1995. 



THE INFANCY OF JESUS – MATTHEW 2:13-23 

Verses 13-15 – Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." [14]And he rose and took the child and 
his mother by night and departed to Egypt [15]and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son."  
 
ά9ƎȅǇǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƪ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Mediterranean world, which occurred during the intertestamental period, Alexander the Great 
established a sanctuary for Jews in Alexandria, the Egyptian city he named for himself.  Throughout the 
Roman rule that followed, that city was still considered a special place of safety and opportunity for the 
Jews.  The Jewish philosopher and historian Philo, himself a prominent resident of Alexandria, reported 
ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ !Φ5Φ пл ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
WŜǿǎΦ  ώ!ƴŘϐ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ .Φ/Φ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΧǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘe 
{ŜǇǘǳŀƎƛƴǘΦέ ς Mac Arthur 
 
άLǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΧǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƻǎŜŀ ммΥм ŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎȅΥ 
ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bŜǿ ŀƴŘ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the unchanging character ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦέ ς Blomberg  
 
What Old Testament event(s) does Matthew recognize Jesus fulfilling in the events described in this 
passage? How is this event itself a “typology” of what Jesus would later accomplish? 
 
Verses 16-18 – Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, 
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years 
old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. [17]Then was fulfilled 
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:  [18]"A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no 
more."  
 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛƴŦƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōŀōƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜέ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
thousands. Estimates of the total population of Bethlehem in the first century are generally under a 
thousand, which would mean that the number male children up to two years old at any one time could 
ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿŜƴǘȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ ¢ŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ 
the local community, it is not on the scale to match the more spectacular assassinations recorded by 
WƻǎŜǇƘǳǎΦέ ς France 
 
A voice in Ramah – Genesis 35:16-20, 48:7; Jeremiah 31:15-17,31-34 
 
άWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƻŦ wŀŎƘŜƭ ƴƻǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǾŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ 
ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŜǊ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ όƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ WǳŘŀƘύ ōŜƛƴƎ άƭƻǎǘέ ƴƻǘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōǳǘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΦέ ς France  
 
Related passages ς Exodus 1:15-2:15, Deuteronomy 18:15-18, Revelation 12:1-6  
 
  



Verses 19-23 – But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, [20]saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
sought the child's life are dead." [21]And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the 
land of Israel. [22]But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 
[23]And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be 
fulfilled: "He shall be called a Nazarene." 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎΥ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ όƴŀƳŜŘ ƻǊ ŀƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎύ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ άǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇƭŜ legontos όάǿƘƻ 
ǎŀƛŘέύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘs into all the other quotations is here missing; in its place is hoti όάǘƘŀǘέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
sometimes functions as the equivalent of our quotation marks, but can also indicate not so much a 
direct quotation as a paraphrase or summary of what was said.  These two distinctive features together 
suggest strongly that what Matthew is here providing is not a quotation of a specific passage but rather 
ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΦέ ς France  
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŎǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƻƴŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Nazareth in the 
OT- it is a scripturŀƭ ƴƻƴŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ άŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ bŀȊƻǊŜŀƴΣέ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
messianic claim, was therefore to invite ridicule: the name is in itself a term of dismissal if not actual 
ŀōǳǎŜΧhƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άIŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ bŀȊƻǊŜŀƴέ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ 
expectation that the Messiah would appear from nowhere and would as a result meet with 
ƛƴŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ ς France 
 
What is the significance of Jesus being “called a Nazarene”? How should this impact us his followers? 
 
Relate passages ς Exodus 4:19-20, John 1:56, John 7:41-42, Isaiah 9:1-9, Isaiah 53:3, Psalm 22:6-17, 
Psalm 69:9-21, Isaiah 49:7, Isaiah 50:6, Daniel 9:26, John 15:18-25 
 
Alternate theories that “Nazarene” is intended as a play on words 

¶ neser ς άōǊŀƴŎƘέ ŀǎ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘ ммΥм 

¶ nsr ς άǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ƎǳŀǊŘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜέ ŀǎ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘ пнΥсΣ пфΥсΤ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ омΥс 

¶ nazir ς άƴŀȊŀǊƛǘŜέ ŀǎ ƛƴ WǳŘƎŜǎ моΥрΣ мсΥмт 
 
  



THE BAPTISM OF JESUS – MATTHEW 3 

Verses 1-6 – In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, [2]"Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." [3]For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 
said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.'" [4]Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. [5]Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
were going out to him, [6] and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
2 Kings 1:7-8, Isaiah 40:1-5, Malachi 3:1-4, Malachi 4:5-6, Matthew 17:9-13, Matthew 11:1-19,  
 
Other gospel accounts ς Matthew 14:1-12, Mark 1:1-11, Luke 1, 3:1-22, John 1:19-34, John 3:22-36 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ therefore, is to be understood as the reign of God dynamically active in human 
history through Jesus Christ, the purpose ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
demonic powers and the final establishment of the new heavens and the new earth.  It means that the 
great drama of the history of salvation has been inaugurated, and that the new age has been ushered in.  
The kingdom must not be understood as merely the salvation of certain individuals or even as the reign 
of God in the hearts of his people; it means nothing less than the reign of God over his entire created 
universeΦ  Ψ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ means that God is King and acts in history to bring history to a divinely 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƎƻŀƭΦΩέ ς Hoekema14 
 
Verses 7-12 – But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? [8]Bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance. [9]And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. [10]Even now the axe is laid 
to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. [11]"I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than 
I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. [12]His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
 
άWƻƘƴ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƛƴƎ hƴŜ ŀǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŜŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
save, and the unrepentant he would judge.  Johƴ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ΨŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǿƻŦƻƭŘ ƳŜssianic work to take 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŜǎŎƘŀǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦΩ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōƻǘƘ ΨƎŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ǿƘŜŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŀǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴǉǳŜƴŎƘŀōƭŜ ŦƛǊŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ 
to reflect on the fact that, while he did see Jesus gathering wheat, he did not see him burning chaff.  This 
ƭŜŘ WƻƘƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΧWŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǇƭȅΧΦƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŀǎ 
John had described it, was to come later; thus we have here the first inkling that the first coming of the 
Messiah was to be followed by a second ς ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ WƻƘƴ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘΦέ ς Hoekema 
 
άLƴ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ǎƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊ ŦŜŜƭǎ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ς his pain, his shame, his damaged reputation or 
relationships. In godly sorrow, the sinner wants to see justice done and wants to restore relationships, 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŀƴΦ  ¢ǊǳŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƛƴǿŀǊŘΣ ŀǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƛƴŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊƳ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ς Doriani  
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 Anthony Hoekema, The Bible and the Future, , Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1994. 
 



Verses 13-17 – Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. [14]John 
would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" [15]But 
Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he 
consented. [16]And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to 
rest on him; [17]and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased."  
 
Why was it “fitting” for John to baptize Jesus “to fulfill all righteousness”? 
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ is by indicating his solidarity 
ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎǎƘƛǇΦ  .ȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
proclamation Jesus lays the foundation for his own mission to take on where John has left off.  Further, 
as Jesus is baptized along with others at the Jordan, he is identified with all those who by accepting 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  IŜ ǘƘǳǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ άōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎέ όуΥмтύ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ άƎƛǾƛng his life as a ransƻƳ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅέ όнлΥнуύ 
through shedding his blood for their forgiveness (26:28).  If he is to be their representative, he must first 
ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ ς France 
 
Jesus as the Anointed One and Son of God ς Psalm 2:7-9, Isaiah 42:1-4, Genesis 22:2, Daniel 9:24-27, 
Psalm 45:6-9, Isaiah 61:1-4, Hebrews 1, Romans 1:1-6, Leviticus 8 (Aaron and his sons), 1 Samuel 10:1 
(Saul), 1 Samuel 16:1,12-13 (David), 2 Samuel 5:3, 1 Chronicles 22:10, 2 Samuel 7:12-16 (Solomon) 
  



THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS – MATTHEW 4:1-11 

Verses 1-4 – Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. [2]And 
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. [3]And the tempter came and said to him, "If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread." [4]But he answered, "It is 
written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  
 
What do you think temptation would be like if you had never sinned and had no sin nature? 
  
ά{ŀǘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘƛŎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛƴΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǎǘΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
test by the Spirit.  We must know that God tests his people.  The same event can be a test or a 
temptation, depending on what we bring to the event.  God does not lead us into temptation in the 
sense that he wants us to fall (James 1:13-15). But he does put us in situations that reveal our character.  
When James says God does not tempt us, he means God does not want or entice us to do evil.  But he 
does probe our character, with the goal of proving us.  As the saying goes, still waters do not make 
skilled sailors.  We grow strong by facing and passing tests.  For that reason, the Father let the Son be 
tested.  When hŜ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ ς Doriani 
 
Matthew 3:16-17, Psalm 2:7-9, Isaiah 42:1-4, Deuteronomy 8:1-6, Exodus 16:1-12, Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ it means in the context is not that Bible study is more important than eating.  What it means in 
the context is the Word of God is so important that if there is ever any sort of tension between what the 
Word of God demands and all the apparent demands of the immediate physical circumstances, the 
²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ Řƻǿƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘŜǎǘŜŘΦέ ς Carson15 
 
Verses 5-7 – Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple [6] and 
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, "'He will command his 
angels concerning you,' and “'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.'" [7]Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  
 
Psalm 91:11-12, Deuteronomy 6:1-19, Exodus 17:1-7 
 
 άThe quest for knowledge, even biblical knowledge, can lead us to trust in that knowledge rather than 
in God himself.  The pursuit of knowledge is perverted (1) when your ignorance makes you angry, (2) 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǎŀȅ άL have ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΣέ όоύ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ƻǊ ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
answer, (4) when you cannot concentrate or sleep due to your question, (5) when you brood over 
catastrophic answers to your question.έ - Doriani 
 
Verses 8-11 – Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory. [9]And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me." [10]Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written,"'You shall worship the Lord 
your God and him only shall you serve.'" [11]Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and 
were ministering to him. 
 
Deuteronomy 5:6-7, Exodus 20:1-3, Matthew 28:18, Matthew 27:40, Philippians 2:8-11 
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 5Φ !Φ /ŀǊǎƻƴΣ άPart 4: The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)έ Σ ¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/tgc-audio/carson/temptation4_Matt_4.1-11_Jesus.mp3 



 
ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŀƭ 
quotations.  All come from Deuteronomy 6-уΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
entry into Canaan in which he reminds them of their forty years of wilderness experiences.  It has been a 
time of preparation and of proving their faithfulness of their God.  He has deliberately put them through 
a time of privation as an education process.  They have been learning, or should have been learning, 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΧΦ!ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ όуΥоύΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ όсΥмсύΣ ŀƴŘ 
to make God the exclusive object of their worship aƴŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ όсΥмоύΦ  bƻǿ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
the wilderness, this time for forty days rather than forty years, as a preparation for entering into his 
divine calling.  There in the wilderness he, too, faces those same tests, and he has learned the lessons 
which Israel had so imperfectly grasped.  His Father is testing him in the school of privation, and his 
ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘ ǊŜōǳǘǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƭƛŀƭ ōƻƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
conflict that lies ahead. LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇation of the promised land was at best a flawed fulfillment of the 
ƘƻǇŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΦ ά²ƘŜǊŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƛǊƳΦέΧ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
testing in the wilderness is thus an elaborate typological presentation of Jesus as himself the true Israel, 
ǘƘŜ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƛǘǎ 
ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘΦέ ς France 
 
Other observations ς Hebrews 4:14-16, Hebrews 2:18, Genesis 3:1-6, Romans 5:12-20 
 
 άIf we locate JŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ redemptive-historical 
angle each temptation offered Jesus a bloodless path to glory.  If he turned stones to bread, he could 
draw Israel to himself as a wonder worker.  If Jesus jumped from the temple, perhaps when a great 
crowed filled its precincts, he might dazzle the nation with such signs that none could fail to adore him.  
Certainly the temptation to receive the glory of the nations, if Jesus but bowed the knee to Satan, 
offered glory without suffering (whether Satan could deliver is another questions).  Each time Jesus said 
no to Satan, he said yes to the cross.έ ς Doriani  
 
άWe cannot miss comparing the circumstances of Jesus with those of Adam and Eve in Eden when they 
were similarly tempted.  Adam and Eve were in paradise; Jesus was in the vast, desolate wilderness of 
Judah. Adam and Eve were physically content and satisfied. They were free to eat from any of the trees 
of the garden, save the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; Jesus was hungry, having fated for forty 
days and forty nights.  Adam and Eve were together.  They had each other for company and mutual 
support; Jesus was aloneΦ ¸Ŝǘ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ǎǳŎŎǳƳōŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀǘŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭŜǎΣ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 
human race into sin, misery, destruction, and both physical and spiritual death, while Jesus stood firm as 
ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦέ ς Boice  
 

Temptation Food Knowledge Honor 

WŜǎǳǎΩ 
response 

Man Shall not live by bread 
alone 

Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test 

Away from me Satan 

Genesis 3:1-6 
  

Good for food Desired to make one wise Delight to the eyes 

Did God really say?  Knowing good and evil You will be like God 

Israel 
  

Grumbling against the Lord 
(Exodus 16:1-12) 

Is the Lord with us or not? 
(Exodus 17:1-17) 

  

 


