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CALLED DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 4:12-25

Verses 12-16 — Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. [13]And
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
[14]so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: [15]"The land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles-- [16]the people
dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of
death, on them a light has dawned." [17] From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
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brought up to a busy lakeside town set among other thriving villages which depended largely on the R
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was perhaps as high as ten thousand, substantiédiger than Nazareth. While Capernaum had its

resident Roman officials, it was a traditionally Jewish town, very different from the newly established
Hellenistic city of Tiberias a littfarther downthe western shoré ¢ R. T. France

Verses 1816 ¢ Matthew continues practice of linking changes in location to prophelsgaiah 9:17

aLy (KS K AtheSeriNg[of Z&bulun and Naplitaijere rebellious and unfaithful. God let

them suffer defeat at the hand of their enemies, thssyriansin 722 BC. To control vanquished lands,

the Assyrians deported most tife native population and imported outsiders. Thus the northern tribes

were scattered.For six hundred years, Galilizegely forgot the Lord. In 104 BC, the region was forced
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&The road to the sea, beyond theNl#& Irefe€ted to the highway running from Damascus in Syria in a
southwesterlydirection,alongside the Jordan Rivéiyough Capernaum and part of the rest of the

province of Galile¥ This is the road that the retuning exiles would have followed, at least part way, to

their various hometowns itsrael The light dawning on them in darkness and in the land of the shadow
2T RSHGK g2dd R _GKdza NBTFSNI Aiyen thelldrgermessiani coitéitS A NJ N5
O2dzZA R faz2 KIFI@®S 6SSy AYyiSyRSR (G2 NBTFTFSNI G2 ¢KS S
Craig LBlomberd

G CNR2 Y ( mlvdise fitharkS & majoliterary transition. See also 16:21
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authority break into history in a new way in his teaching, his healings, his assault on the strongholds of

Satan, and hig/ork to return Israel to her lrd. Therefore, although the kingdom is not a political entity

with geographic boards, itdoesmarf Sad AGaSt ¥ Ay &aLlF OS FyR GAYS | Y2)
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demonic powers and the final establishment of the new heavens and the new earth. It means that the
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great drama of the historyfesalvation has been inaugurated, and that the new age has been ushered in.

The kingdom must not be understood as merely the salvation of certain individuals or even as the reign

of God in the hearts of his people; it means nothing less than the reiGodfover his entire created 5
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Verses 18-25 — While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter)
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. [19]And he said to them,
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." [20]lmmediately they left their nets and followed
him. [21]And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.
[22]Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. [23] And he went throughout all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every
disease and every dffliction among the people. [24]So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they
brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons,
epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. [25]And great crowds followed him from Galilee and
the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

Given what we know from other the other godpe 002 dzy i a> al G KS6Qa OK2AO0S ;
may be intended to indicate an expectation that the call to discipleship is a call to leave all immediately
and follow Christ. The kingdom of heaven is at hand and requires an urgent response!

Acts1:21-22,John 135-44, John3:22-24, John 4:13, Luke 5:111, Matthew 19:27 Matthew 14:112
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hungry. He came to bring the kingdom and to make tfiseiples. Therefore Jesus called disciples to
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people were drawn to such a teacher, they attached themselves t&XBim Jesus did not wait for
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the [American]church is relatively strong and visible, we could wait for men and women to come to us.

But Jesus tells us to go fishingewould send us as hisshers and hunters, to searcor the lost.
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future substitutionary deathand resurrection.

Chapters 8 detail the activity of teaching and proclaiming (Chapter &nd healing (Chapters®
described in verse 23.
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BLESSED DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 5:1-8

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And
he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: Bl es

Blessed ¢ Psalm1:1, Psalm 322, Romans 4:8, Genesis 12:3, Deuteronomy 28

G ¢ Bé&atitudes, then, do not focus on what we are to do. Rather, they describe the blesﬁm ;
covenantgraceandjayu Kl a oSt 2y3 02 UK2aS gK2z2as AD&a aKz2g U
Ferguson

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ¢ |saiah 66:2, Psalm 341D, Psalm
40:4,17; Revelation 3:1¥8
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what is poverty of spirit?...Jesus is describing the person who sees his spiritual bondage, is conscious of

the debt of his sins, and knows that in himself he is dispossessed before God. All he can do is cry for
mercyandR S LISY R dzLJ2 yFerguko® [ 2 NR ¢
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that is the very reverse of that which was his by nature; because he possesses the first sure evidence

that a Divine work of grace has been wrought within him; because such a spirit causes him to look
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Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted ¢ Isaiah 61, Psalm 119:136, JamesX82
Corinthians 7:910, Romans 9:13, Revelation 21:4, Psalm 130
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holiness and grace. Itis thigshis sight of God that has made him mourn. Paradoxically, it is the same
sight of God that will bring him comfort. The God against whom he has sinned is the one who forgives
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means to be limited to that. Mourning is ever a characteristic of the normal Christian state. Thereis
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commit, which are more in number than the hairs of our head, are a continual grief to us. The

barrenness and unprofitablenss of our lives makes us sigh and cry. Our ptppem&nder from
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done to the truth of God by the false doctrines taught in countless pulpits; the divisions among the
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sorrow of heart. That awful wickedness in the world, the despising of Christ, and untold human

sufferings makes us groan within ourselves. The closer the Christian lives to God, the midre he
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Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth ¢ Psalm 37:711, Romans 8:}47, James 2:5
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the humble strength that belongs to the man who has learned to submit to difficulties (difficult

> R puli
=Y > (0p))

SELISNASYOSa | yRXLIS2LX S0s |y26Ay3 (KL )5;/ S@SNJeg
2yS sK2 Kla aiz22R 0S¥2NB D2RQa 2dR3IYSyd FyR IoR
INI GAGdzRS F2NJ D2RQ& 3INI OS> (i2 &dz0 YA Feghsor St T (i 2

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied ¢ Psalm 42:12,
Isaiah 55:13, Amos 8:11, Romans 3:22, Romans 14:17, Philippians-34, Matthew 6:10
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self toward God for a very special reason: there is a longing after righteousness that | urgently need but
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G ¢ 2 Kdzy 3 S NIrightedusnésk is, MsreforeFraulifaceted. It means, first of all, to long for a

right relationship with God, and consequently to be righteous before him. But it also means to desire to

live rightly before him in the world, and to desire to see righatiehships restored in the lives of ;
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anything else, righteousness involves right relationshipstween ourselves and God, between

ourselves and others, anin the world at large. That is why the quest for righteousness can never be a
hard-nosed pursuit. Itis born out of a sense of personal need, and expands because of our sense of the
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Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy ¢ Matthew 18:2135, Luke 10:3@7, 2 Timothy
1:16-18, Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:8
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describe the initial exercises of heart in one who hashbaeakened by the Holy Spirit. In the preceding

verse, the soul is seen hungering and thirsting after Christ, and then filled by Him. Here we are shown

the first effects and evidences of this filling. Having obtained mercy of the Lord, the savedsiwner

exercises mercy. It is not that God requires us to be merciful in order that we might be entitled to his

mercy, for that would overthrow the whole scheme of Divine grace! But having been the recipient of His
wondrous mercy, | cannot help but now acBMNJOA F dzf £ @ &Pk NR 2 G KSNE dé
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a lifestyle of convenience rather than a sgéfcrificing lifestyle of showing mercy? Is it because we have

felt our own need of mercy far too little? Is it because we have only a superficial understanding of the
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Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God ¢ Ezekiel 36:226, Psalm 24:8, 1 Corinthians
13:12, 1 hn 3:13
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of his books: Purity of heart is to will one thing. To be pure in heart is to be uncompromlsmgly R

dedicated to Christ! Thisisthewayftré@ G2 &aSS 02 NJ alyz2eel D2R® . SAy3 |
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DISTINCTIVE DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 5:9-16

Verse 9 — "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Romans 5:1Ephesians 2:131, 2 Corinthians 5:181, Matthew 5:3948, Matthew 10:34, John 14:27,

Romans 14:1-19, John 17:221, Romans 16:1Z0
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logically in what Jesus says about peacemakers is a recurrent thought in the New Testament: evangelism
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the peacemaking activities of the childrehGod. The sons of God will seek peace among themselves,
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Verses 10-12 — "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. [11]"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. [12]Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

a!d GKS 0S3AYYAyvdnedto grasdtherelliNdofipersedution. fThistabareness will

save us from discouragement and disillusionment. We follow a crucified Savior. We should not think it
strange if we ourselves encounter fiery trials. Rather, we should learn to réf@gitee have been ]
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John 15:1727, Matthew 10:1639, 1 Peter 2:120, 1 Peter 3:136, 1 Peter 4:5, 1 Peter 4:126,
Philippians 3:8.4, Matthew 23:2936

Verse 13 — "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
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Dead Sea contained a mixture of other minerals, and it is possible to imagine the true salt cmitgnt

washed out, leaving a useless residue. In any case Jesus is not teaching chemlstg/ and the ludicrous ’
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that, if left to itself, will rot and deteriorate. Without the influencé the gospel, society will suffer
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suffers persecution, anid is influential, so that it retards decay. The more we sense and accept our

difference from the world, the greater our influence will be. The more we allow the secular society to

affect us, morally and spiritually, the more we lose our saltines$ieldnly visible difference between

Christians and secular people is that we go to church on Sunday and give money away more regularly,

why would they want to join us? If we divorce, alienate our children, tell lies, and make dirty deals like
everyoneelsE ¢gKe& y20 LIl & 3JI2fF 2y {dzyRI& dDgrRnia LISY R 2 dzNJ



Verse 14-16 — "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15]Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. [16]In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 4:1216, Ephesians 5: 6:14, 1 Peter-23 Matthew 6:1

G ¢ KS | RRNXE & a-peksan plundl nat 60 bedaBs thgfeRthan one person is being addressed,
but because it is the corporate impact of the disciple community, as an alternative society, which is here
in view. The hilltop town of v. 14 is a symbol not of a conspicuous individual but of the collective impact
of a whole community. Modern Westerndividualism is such that we easily think of the light of the
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difficult to distinguish one objectdm another. A person loses direction. He has lost his bearings. That

is true morally, also...We live in such a world today. Men have lost their sense of moral bearings and are

blind to the terrible consequences. We call evil good. We become mogaly€dza SRXal y A& a2z
completely surrounded by his moral darkness that he cannot see his moral and spiritual foolishness. If

he only lived within a hundred miles of a city, it might light up his night sky, and he might see his

profound need and repent! Yougslus says, are the city that man needs. The emphasis is further

developed in the illustration of the lamp that is intended to give light to those who are in the house.

The lamp is not to be hidden away. The Christian who has become light in the loaid, sine for his o
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at a full moon. On a clear night, many will admire its beauty. We often forget that the moon only

reflects the greater light of the sun. Somewhat similarly, many people find it difficult to gaze directly at

God. Prayer, Bible reading, and meditatioa two much for them. But they will observe Christians as

they reflect the greater light of Jesus. Then sometimes God sense thecgralté epistemological

graceg to see things as they truly are. Then men and women manifest the fourth and beshsesfo
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RIGHTEOUS DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 5:17-48

Verses 17-20—“ Do not think that I have come to abolish t
abolish them but to fulfill them. [18]For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. [19]Therefore whoever relaxes one of

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the

kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of

heaven. [20]For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will

never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 4:23,Matthew 11:13, Matthew 23 Hebrews 10:118, Acts 11:4.0, Matthew 7:2829
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Verses 21-26 — "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever
murders will be liable to judgment.' [22]But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother
will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says,
'You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. [23]So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you, [24]leave your gift there before the altar and
go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. [25]Come to terms quickly
with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge,
and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. [26]Truly, | say to you, you will never get out
until you have paid the last penny.

Exodus 20:3, Genesis 9:8, Samel 16:7, Ephesians 4.2, 1 John 3:15, James 1:19, LAR34,1
Peter 2:23, Matthew R, Matthew 23:17

Verses 27-30 — "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' [28]But | say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in
his heart. [29]If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you
lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. [30]And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than
that your whole body go into hell.
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commits adultery.That is, Jesu‘srblds the leering looks thatre intended to stir up lustful thoughts.
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commits adultery. In this case, Jesus opposes the man who lookgashan and Wonders how he can
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Exodus 20:14,17 Deuteronomy 14:1, Job 31:1

"Edmund P. Clowney, (Rebecca Clowney Jones, edttor) Jesus Transforms the Ten Commandm&&R
Publishing, 2007.



Verses 31-32 — "It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.'
[32]But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality,
makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Matthew 19:312, Deuteronomy 24:4, Hosea 2:120, Malachi 2:16, Leviticus 20:10
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Verses 33-37 — "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but
shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' [34]But | say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, [35]or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King. [36]And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair
white or black. [37]Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil.

Matthew 23:1622, Numbers 30:2, Deuteronomy 23:23, Leviticus 19:12, Exodus 20:7,16
What are some modern examplesiofK S G & 1LJS&a 2F a2l G6Ka¢ WSadza Aa Gl f
What are some situations where society requires people to take oaths? Is Jesusifaylidst?

oWhydoes God doamething he tells us not to doZGod does not take oaths because his credibility is
in doubt, but because we, having told and heard so many lies, have learned to be daubiosiani

Verses 38-42 — "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' [39]But |
say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also. [40]And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.
[41]And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. [42]Give to the one who begs
from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.

Exodus 21:225, Leviticus 24:3120, Deuteronomy 19:21, Matthew 27:32, Deuteronomy 1517
Matthew 5:5, 1 Peter 2:120, Philippians 2:8,

G Ly Lldzex taliddiss ndcEsSary justice. But in private, it can cover a vindictive spirit. Society
needs justice, but we do not need to exact justice with our own hand. As individuals, we can entrust _
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Verses 43-47 — "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'
[44]But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45]so that you may be
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust. [46]For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have?
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? [47]And if you greet only your brothers, what more are
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?

Leviticus 19:18Proverbs 20:22, 249 25:2122, Exodus 22:237, Deuteronomy 24:123, 1 Corinthians
6:7, Luke 23:34

What are the implications of this passage for us collectively as the church?
Verse 48 — You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Leviticus 19:2] Peter 1:1419
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GENUINE DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 6:1-18

Verse 1 — "Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them,
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

How do we reconcile this versgth Matthew 5:167?
Exampleg Giving to the needy (VersesA?, Prayer (Verses®), Fasting (Verses 1)
|l 26 R2S&a GKAa LI aalidaS odAfR 2y (GKS . SIFGAGdzRS A

Verses 2-4 — "Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. [3]But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, [4]so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.

Deuteronomy 15:711, Matthew 25:3%40, 1 Corinthians 16:2, Mark 12:4144, 2 Corinthians 8:9, 2
Corinthians 9:8, Exodus 25:2

Verses 5-8 — "And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they
have received their reward. [6]But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to
your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. [7]"And when you
pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their
many words. [8]Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

Howdoes Jesus sdiat the way in which we think abood will be reflected in our pattern of prayer?

Verses 16-18 — "And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward.
[17]But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, [18]that your fasting may not be seen by
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

What does this passage imply about the expectation of giving, prayer and fasting?

What is fasting?
1 Differing degrees
- Normal fast (no food, but wate) Luke 4:2
- Partial fastg Daniel 1:12
- Absolute fast Ezra 10:6, Esther 4:16, Deuteronomy 9:9, 1 Kings 19:8, Jor8h 3:5
1 Private vs. Corporate (Matthew 6:488, Joel 2:186, Acts 13:2, 2 Chronicles 20:3, Nehemiah 9:1
1 Regular vs. Occasional (Leviticus 1&29Zechariah 8:19, Luke 18:12)

Fasting is to be done for a purpose — To strengthen prayer (Ezra 8:23, Daniel 9:3, Joel 2:12, Acts 13:3),

¢t2 aSS17 D2RQ&a 3AdzARIFYyOS 6WdzZR3ISa s2026 hSamuel3®4j2 mMnYHOO

Samuel 1:1412), To seek deliverance or protection (2 Chronicles-20Ezra 8:223, Esther 4:16), To
express repentance and the return to God (Joel 2:12, 1 Samuel 7:6, Jor@h Babhumble oneself
before God (1 Kings 21:2B, Psalm 35:13), To express concern for the work of God (Nehemidh 1:3
Daniel 9:3), To minister to the needs of others (Isaiah-38:60 overcome temptation and dedicate
yourself to God (Matthew 4:11), To express love and worship to God (Luke 2:37)



Verses 9 — Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
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OurFather in heaven

1 Ourg A guards against sdlighteousness in prayer and an encouragement to pray with others,

reminds us we are part of the family of God

1 Father¢ Reminds us that he has adopted us and we are his childies gs confidence in his

fatherly goodness and evokes reverence
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llowed be your name ’ . _ R o R o

Nameg Ly { ONALIidzNBEXZ D2RQ&a yIYS Aa 2FGSy Sldzr 6SR gA
Hallowedc Sanctified, set apart for sacred use

a ¢ KS T A Ndkching khiyigRha2w@ Sre told by Jesus to ask God to do is that God would

exercise his jealousy for his name. That God would display the greatness of God. That God would

make much of God. That God would overcome blindness to seeing God. That God veocdanay

indifference to God. That God would remove obstacles to knowing and admiring and loving and
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Verse 10 — Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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glorified here only in the proportion in which His Kingdom comes to dsHas will is done by us. But L
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Kingdom must first be set up in their hearts. God cannot be honored by us until we voluntarily submit

to His rule over ug; A. W. Pink
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Verse 11 — Give us this day our daily bread

Is it God who we trust to provide?Proverbs 30:®, 1 Corinthians 10:3Matthew 6:2531, James 4:13

16, Proverb27:1, Job 1:139

Verses 12,14-15 — Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors...| 1 4 ] For if you f
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, [15]but if you do not forgive others

their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Does our act of forgiving earn our forgiveness from Gplffatthew 18:2135, 1 John 1:9, 1 John 414
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others havedone to us appear by comparison ex emely trifling. If on the other hand, we have an ’
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Verse 13 — And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

What are we asking in this petitio@™atthew 4:1,James 2-3,13-14, 1 Corinthians 10:12 Timothy
4:18, Jude 24

8 John R. W. Stotfhe Message of the Sermon on ¥Meunt, InterVarsity Press1985.



TRUSTING DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 6:19-34

What do you tend to worry about?

Verses 19-21 — "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, [20]but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21]For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

Proverbs 23:5, James 5:5, Ecclesiastes 222, 5:820; 1 Timothy 6:4.9, 4:45
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Although we have mothballs, ruproofing and alarm systems, do we comprehend that the things we
prize most dearly are subject to deterioration and unforeseen circumstances?
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parable which most directly addresses the issue (@A@)lthere is a deliberate discrepancy between the

effort expended and the recompense received: God does no leave anyone unfairly treated, but his grace

is not limited to human desemq@. In a kingdom in which the first are last and the last first (19:30,
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Verses 22-24 — "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full
of light, [23] but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness! [24]"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.

Hebrews 13:5, Mark 4:189
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reproduce without extensive paraphrase in order to commend either simgteledness (in pursuinthe

values of the kingdom of heaven) or generosity, or more likely both, as a key to the effective life of a

disciple. The final comment then underlines how spiritually disoriented is a life which is not governed by

those principles, but rather aimstoY [ 34 | YR K2f R 2y cBrahced G NS adzNB 2 F S
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Jesus is speaking here of serving money and possessions as iddlbaare some other common
forms of idolatry in the church today?



Verses 25-30 — "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more
than clothing? [26]Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? [27]And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? [28]And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, [29] yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. [30]But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O
you of little faith?

What reasos does Jesus give here for not being anxious?
d{,GNayg TI-)\[’][( I?%SéA)/ZG C)%YS,Qe )\y@N\EéLJSC)gAQYZ 0
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Psalm 104:145,2730
Are these reassuring? Why or why not? What do you think about the following commentary?

65254 D2R NBFffteé LINPOARS a2 o2dzyGATdzZ & F2NJ G4KS
often for lack of suitable food, and many of which faélce probability of extinction in our shrinking

world? Even more pertinently, how are we to maintain the relevance of this teaching to those large
numbers of human beings, many of them devout disciples, who simply cannot obtain enough food and
die throughfamine while the affluent part of the world lives in excess? It would be a grossly insensitive
and blinkered expositor who would dare to suggest that it was simply because they did not trust God
enough. This teaching seems to envisage the world asutidthe rather than the world as it is, and

while it is true that much of both human and animal suffering can be blamed on human selfishness and
ANBSR YR 2dzNJ RA&al aGNRdza YAaYlyl3aSySyid 2F D2RQa
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Verses 31-34 — Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?’' or 'What shall we drink?' or
'What shall we wear?' [32]For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all. [33]But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you. [34]"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Psalm 103:1338, Philippians 4:42

What additional reasons does Jesus give for not being anxiaitfer than anxiety, what does Jesus say
should characterize his disciples?
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HUMBLE DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 7:1-12

Verses 1-5 — "Judge not, that you be not judged. [2]For with the judgment you pronounce you will be
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. [3]Why do you see the speck that is
in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? [4]Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? [5]You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of
your brother's eye.

Inwhatcont&E i A& GWdzZRISITI y20 (GKIGd &2dz y2i 0SS 2dzRISRE
with the context of the passage?

Do you live by the standards you hold others to (e.g., spouse, childremyrt@rs,other Christiany?
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instruction certainly invites that abuse. His ethic is so profound and rigorous that it can be painful to
' LILJX € AU gRorigddidzNR St S a o¢

Romans 14:143, 2 Samuel 12-12, Luke 18:914, Galatians 6:5, Matthew 5:5,7 John 7:24
How does the practice of church discipline relate to this passage?

Verse 6 — "Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample
them underfoot and turn to attack you.

Matthew 10:14, Ecclesiastes 3:7, Acts 13464 18:56,46, 19:9, 28:231

Verses 7-11 — "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you. [8]For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will
be opened. [9]Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? [10]Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? [11]If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask
him!

Matthew 6:9-13,2534, James 4:12, Luke 11:1-12, Matthew 5:1720, James 1:167

Verse 12 — "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and
the Prophets.

GeKS D2f RSY wdzA S 61a y2d0 AyOSyiSR oe WSadaT Al Aa
AD 20, Rabbi Hillel, challenged by a Gentile to summarize thia lathe short time the Gentile could
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positively. Thustated it is certainly more telling than its negative counterpart, for it speaks against sins
of omission as well as sins of commission. The goats in Matthew-26:@buld be acquitted under the
negative form of the rule, but not under the form attributéd2 W& Gadgand ¢
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forth warnings against hypocrisy (618) and the formulation of kingdom perspectives (634). But

there are other dangersDemands for perfection can breed judgementalism {z)lwhile demands for
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them to recognize their personal inadequacy and so drive them to prayef.{j:7The Golden Rule

(7:12) summarizes the body of the sermon (5T1% m g Gara@n



WARNED DISCIPLES — MATTHEW 7:13-29

Verses 13-14 — "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. [14]For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that
leads to life, and those who find it are few.

Jeremial1:8, Psalm 1, Deuteronomy 11:26, Luke 13:224, Joshua 24:15, Proverbs 15:19
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less successful attempts to follow the lifestyle of the kingdoreafven, but of being either in or out,
saved or lost. The two routes lead in opposite directions, and their destinations are totally apart.
Without using those words, this saying sets before us the radical alternative of heaven or hell. The
choice is sebut in the imagery of two roads, contrasted in their character (broad and narrow), in their
LJ2 LJdzf F NA (& oF2ff26SR o0& Yl yFrakcg R FS603 YR AY

Verses 15-20 — "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. [16]You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes,
or figs from thistles? [17]So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.
[18]A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. [19]Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20]Thus you will recognize them by
their fruits.

Matthew 3:10, James 3:12 Timothy 6:3%, Deuteronomy 18:2P2, DeuteronomyL3:1-5
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on certain thistles might deceive one into thinking figs were growing. But no one would be long
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betray him. Ultimately false prophets tear down faith and promote divisiveness and bitterness and
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Verses 21-23 — "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22]On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in
your name?' [23]And then will | declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.'

Matthew 25: 3146, Mark 9:3839, 1 Corinthians 13:2, Hebrews 3:14, 1 John 2:19
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Verses 24-27 — "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. [25]And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. [26]And everyone who
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand. [27]And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and
it fell, and great was the fall of it."

James 1:1&5, James 2:120, Ezekiel 13:16, Ezekiel 33:383
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though other texts make these metaphorical identifications on different gdsu(e.g., Psalm 18:2, 1
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corresponds to the rock in the analogy. The parable is an analogy, not an allegory. The one who hears

WS a dza Q as | Odiein y6 Asawisé a6 BomebBAeSvdio provides a strong foundation on rock. The
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hard now, but leads to life. Many take the easy road, perhaps largely by accident. But a few find the
hard road, which implies that they are lookinghMh road will you take? There are two trees. Good

trees bear good fruit, and bad trees bear bad fruit. Which do you bear? What do your words and deeds
reveal about your nature? There are two ways to call upon Jesus. Some call upon his name and even
prophesy and perform wonders in that name. But they do not know him and are not saved. Others call
upon him as their true Lord and are saved. On the last day, when all stand before Jesus, the Judge,
there will be one question. Do you know Jesus as Saviast@rTiwo builders construct houses on two
foundations. In dry weather, both look sound. But when the rain comes, the rivers rise, and the wind
blows, all is revealed. A house built on sand will collapse, but a house built on rock will stand. Upon
what fodzy Rl A 2y R2Dodiadidz 0 dzA f RK €

Verses 28-29 — And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching,
[29] for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.
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determines who enters the messianic kingdom; that as Divine Judge he pronounces banishment; that

the true heirs of the kingdom would be persecuted for their allegiance to him; anchthatone fully
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always understand it. This same authority is now to be revealed in powerful, liberating miracles, signs of
0KS 1AY3IR2VYQRI LRGN OFrstibX ¥ p8 &

o Klyne R. SnodgrasStories with Intent: A Comprehensive Guide to the Parables of Eegdsnans, 2008.



