
  



 

CALLED DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 4:12-25 

 
Verses 12-16 – Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. [13]And 
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
[14]so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  [15]"The land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles-- [16]the people 
dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of 
death, on them a light has dawned." [17] From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
 
άWŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ [of Nazareth] in which he had been 
brought up to a busy lakeside town set among other thriving villages which depended largely on the 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΧThe population [of Capernaum] in the first century 
was perhaps as high as ten thousand, substantially bigger than Nazareth. While Capernaum had its 
resident Roman officials, it was a traditionally Jewish town, very different from the newly established 
Hellenistic city of Tiberias a little further down the western shore.έ ς R. T. France1 
 
Verses 15-16 ς Matthew continues practice of linking changes in location to prophecy ς Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
 άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ these tribes [of Zebulun and Naphtali] were rebellious and unfaithful.  God let 
them suffer defeat at the hand of their enemies, the Assyrians, in 722 BC.  To control vanquished lands, 
the Assyrians deported most of the native population and imported outsiders.  Thus the northern tribes 
were scattered.  For six hundred years, Galilee largely forgot the Lord.  In 104 BC, the region was forced 
to reǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ WǳŘŀƛǎƳΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ς Daniel M. Doriani2  
 
 άΩThe road to the sea, beyond the JoǊŘŀƴΩ referred to the highway running from Damascus in Syria in a 
southwesterly direction, alongside the Jordan River, through Capernaum and part of the rest of the 
province of GalileeΧ This is the road that the retuning exiles would have followed, at least part way, to 
their various hometowns in Israel.  The light dawning on them in darkness and in the land of the shadow 
ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘǳǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄƛƭŜΧōǳǘ Ǝiven the larger messianic context, it 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎΦέ ς 
Craig L. Blomberg3  
 
άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜέ in verse 17 marks a major literary transition. See also 16:21 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΧ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΣέ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
will exercise his royal authority in a new way thouƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΧDƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ and 
authority break into history in a new way in his teaching, his healings, his assault on the strongholds of 
Satan, and his work to return Israel to her Lord.  Therefore, although the kingdom is not a political entity 
with geographic boards, it does manƛŦŜǎǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  !ǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜǎΦέ 
ς Doriani  
 
 ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ Řȅƴamically active in human 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
demonic powers and the final establishment of the new heavens and the new earth.  It means that the 
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great drama of the history of salvation has been inaugurated, and that the new age has been ushered in.  
The kingdom must not be understood as merely the salvation of certain individuals or even as the reign 
of God in the hearts of his people; it means nothing less than the reign of God over his entire created 
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΦ  Ψ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛǾƛƴŜƭȅ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƎƻŀƭΦΩέ ς Anthony Hoekema4 
 
Verses 18-25 – While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. [19]And he said to them, 
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." [20]Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. [21]And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
[22]Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. [23] And he went throughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every affliction among the people. [24]So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they 
brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, 
epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. [25]And great crowds followed him from Galilee and 
the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  
 
Given what we know from other the other gospeƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
may be intended to indicate an expectation that the call to discipleship is a call to leave all immediately 
and follow Christ.  The kingdom of heaven is at hand and requires an urgent response! 
 
Acts 1:21-22, John 1:35-44, John 3:22-24, John 4:1-3, Luke 5:1-11, Matthew 19:27, Matthew 14:1-12 
 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŎǊƻǿŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪ ƻǊ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
hungry.  He came to bring the kingdom and to make true disciples.  Therefore Jesus called disciples to 
ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  [ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǌŀōōƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀƴǘ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƛǇŀǘŜǘƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΧΦLŦ 
people were drawn to such a teacher, they attached themselves to himΧBut Jesus did not wait for 
potentƛŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƘƛƳΦέ ς Doriani 
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ  Lƴ WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ [16] DƻŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL 
ŀƳ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳΧL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
Ƙǳƴǘ ǘƘŜƳέΦ  Jesus still commissions us, his disciples, to catch mŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΧBecause 
the [American] church is relatively strong and visible, we could wait for men and women to come to us.  
But Jesus tells us to go fishing.  He would send us as his fishers and hunters, to search for the lost.  
CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ŘǊŀǿ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎΣ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜǘΦέ ς Doriani  
 
We must be careful not to confuse our understanding today of άthe ƎƻǎǇŜƭέ ǿƛǘƘ άthe gospel of the 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳέ proclaimed by Jesus.  It is in some sense the same good newsΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ proclaiming his 
future substitutionary death and resurrection. 
 
Chapters 5-9 detail the activity of teaching and proclaiming (Chapters 5-7) and healing (Chapters 8-9) 
described in verse 23. 
 
άLƴ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ ƛǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ ς Sinclair B. Ferguson5 
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BLESSED DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 5:1-8 

 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And 
he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: Blessed… 
 
Blessed ς Psalm1:1, Psalm 32:1-2, Romans 4:7-8, Genesis 12:2-3, Deuteronomy 28 

 
ά¢ƘŜ Beatitudes, then, do not focus on what we are to do.  Rather, they describe the blessings ς the 
covenant grace and joy ς ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ς 
Ferguson 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ς Isaiah 66:2, Psalm 34:1-10, Psalm 
40:4,17; Revelation 3:17-18 
 
ά¢ƻ ōŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƻ ΨǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΧ.ǳǘ 
what is poverty of spirit?...Jesus is describing the person who sees his spiritual bondage, is conscious of 
the debt of his sins, and knows that in himself he is dispossessed before God.  All he can do is cry for 
mercy and ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ - Ferguson 
 
άIŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΥ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
that is the very reverse of that which was his by nature; because he possesses the first sure evidence 
that a Divine work of grace has been wrought within him; because such a spirit causes him to look 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘΤ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘŜƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ς A. W. Pink6 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted ς Isaiah 61, Psalm 119:136, James 4:8-10, 2 
Corinthians 7:9-10, Romans 9:1-3, Revelation 21:1-4, Psalm 130 
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ƳƻǳǊƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊŀǿƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
holiness and grace.  It is this ς his sight of God ς that has made him mourn. Paradoxically, it is the same 
sight of God that will bring him comfort.  The God against whom he has sinned is the one who forgives 
ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΗέ ς Ferguson 
 
ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ŏonviction of sin, it is by no 
means to be limited to that.  Mourning is ever a characteristic of the normal Christian state.  There is 
ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴ ƻǾŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƎǳŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳ ŎǊȅΣ άh ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ Ƴŀƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ тΥнпύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ άŘƻǘƘ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ōŜǎŜǘ ǳǎέ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ мнΥмύ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
commit, which are more in number than the hairs of our head, are a continual grief to us.  The 
barrenness and unprofitablenss of our lives makes us sigh and cry.  Our propensity to wander from 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƻǳǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ IƛƳΧǘƘŜ ŀǿŦǳƭ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǊ 
done to the truth of God by the false doctrines taught in countless pulpits; the divisions among the 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛŦŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōǊŜǘhren.  The combination of these provides occasions for continual 
sorrow of heart. That awful wickedness in the world, the despising of Christ, and untold human 
sufferings makes us groan within ourselves.  The closer the Christian lives to God, the more he will 
ƳƻǳǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǊǎ IƛƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ς Pink 
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Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth ς Psalm 37:7-11, Romans 8:16-17, James 2:5 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŜƪƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ.  It is certainly not a lack of backbone.  Rather, it is 
the humble strength that belongs to the man who has learned to submit to difficulties (difficult 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘΧǇŜƻǇƭŜύΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜƪ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ΨǊƛƎƘǘǎΩΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ƛƴ 
ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦέ ς Ferguson 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied ς Psalm 42:1-2, 
Isaiah 55:1-3, Amos 8:11, Romans 3:22-24, Romans 14:17, Philippians 3:8-14, Matthew 6:10 
 
άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
awakened by thŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΧIŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
self toward God for a very special reason: there is a longing after righteousness that I urgently need but 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎΦέ ς Pink  
 
ά¢ƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ righteousness is, therefore, multifaceted.  It means, first of all, to long for a 
right relationship with God, and consequently to be righteous before him.  But it also means to desire to 
live rightly before him in the world, and to desire to see right relationships restored in the lives of 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  Lƴ ŀ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΧaƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
anything else, righteousness involves right relationships ς between ourselves and God, between 
ourselves and others, and in the world at large.  That is why the quest for righteousness can never be a 
hard-nosed pursuit.  It is born out of a sense of personal need, and expands because of our sense of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘΦέ ς Ferguson 
 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy ς Matthew 18:21-35, Luke 10:30-37, 2 Timothy 
1:16-18, Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:8 
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ 
describe the initial exercises of heart in one who has been awakened by the Holy Spirit.  In the preceding 
verse, the soul is seen hungering and thirsting after Christ, and then filled by Him.  Here we are shown 
the first effects and evidences of this filling.  Having obtained mercy of the Lord, the saved sinner now 
exercises mercy.  It is not that God requires us to be merciful in order that we might be entitled to his 
mercy, for that would overthrow the whole scheme of Divine grace! But having been the recipient of His 
wondrous mercy, I cannot help but now act mŜǊŎƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  ς Pink 
 
άIƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ȅŜǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΚ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǎƻ ǎŜƭŦ-seeking, choosing 
a lifestyle of convenience rather than a self-sacrificing lifestyle of showing mercy? Is it because we have 
felt our own need of mercy far too little? Is it because we have only a superficial understanding of the 
ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΚέ ς Ferguson  
 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God ς Ezekiel 36:25-26, Psalm 24:3-6, 1 Corinthians 
13:12, 1 John 3:1-3  
 
 ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴ-ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊ {ƻǊŜƴ YƛŜǊƪŜƎŀŀǊŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 
of his books: Purity of heart is to will one thing.  To be pure in heart is to be uncompromisingly 
dedicated to Christ!  This is the way truƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ όƻǊ άƪƴƻǿέύ DƻŘΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ǇǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ ς Ferguson 
  



DISTINCTIVE DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 5:9-16 

 
Verse 9 – "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 
Romans 5:1, Ephesians 2:13-21, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Matthew 5:39-48, Matthew 10:34, John 14:27, 
Romans 14:17-19, John 17:20-21, Romans 16:17-20 
 
άIŀǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
used by Him in brinƎƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ  ς Pink  
 
 άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘΧIƛŘden 
logically in what Jesus says about peacemakers is a recurrent thought in the New Testament: evangelism 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΧ9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΧ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ώŀƭǎƻϐ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
the peacemaking activities of the children of God.  The sons of God will seek peace among themselves, 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ ς Ferguson 
 
Verses 10-12 – "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.   [11]"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. [12]Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ, we need to grasp the reality of persecution.  This awareness will 
save us from discouragement and disillusionment.  We follow a crucified Savior.  We should not think it 
strange if we ourselves encounter fiery trials.  Rather, we should learn to rejoice that we have been 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  hǳǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΗέ ς Ferguson 
 
John 15:17-27, Matthew 10:16-39, 1 Peter 2:19-20, 1 Peter 3:13-16, 1 Peter 4:3-5, 1 Peter 4:12-16, 
Philippians 3:8-14, Matthew 23:29-36 
 
Verse 13 – "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 
 
 ά¦ƴǎŀƭǘȅ ǎŀƭǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ όάƭƛƪŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿŜǘƴŜǎǎέύ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀƭǘȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀƭǘΦ .ǳǘ 
ǎŀƭǘ ŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǇǳǊŜ ǎƻŘƛǳƳ ŎƘƭƻǊƛŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǎŀƭǘέ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Dead Sea contained a mixture of other minerals, and it is possible to imagine the true salt content being 
washed out, leaving a useless residue.  In any case Jesus is not teaching chemistry, and the ludicrous 
ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎŀƭǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƴŘƛŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
disciples who have lost their distinctiǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ ς 
France  
 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭŜǎǎŜŘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
that, if left to itself, will rot and deteriorate.  Without the influence of the gospel, society will suffer 
ƳƻǊŀƭ ŘŜŎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇǳǘǊƛŘΣ ǳƴŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦέ ς Ferguson   
 
 ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƛŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
suffers persecution, and it is influential, so that it retards decay.  The more we sense and accept our 
difference from the world, the greater our influence will be.  The more we allow the secular society to 
affect us, morally and spiritually, the more we lose our saltiness.  If the only visible difference between 
Christians and secular people is that we go to church on Sunday and give money away more regularly, 
why would they want to join us?  If we divorce, alienate our children, tell lies, and make dirty deals like 
everyone elseΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƎƻƭŦ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴΚέ ς Doriani  
 



Verse 14-16 – "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [15]Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. [16]In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.  
 
Matthew 4:12-16, Ephesians 5: 6:14, 1 Peter 2:9-12, Matthew 6:1 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-person plural not only because more than one person is being addressed, 
but because it is the corporate impact of the disciple community, as an alternative society, which is here 
in view.  The hilltop town of v. 14 is a symbol not of a conspicuous individual but of the collective impact 
of a whole community.  Modern Western individualism is such that we easily think of the light of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎΣ άȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƛƴ ƳƛƴŜΣέ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ ς France 
 
άCŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦ  Lǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
difficult to distinguish one object from another.  A person loses direction.  He has lost his bearings.  That 
is true morally, also...We live in such a world today.  Men have lost their sense of moral bearings and are 
blind to the terrible consequences.  We call evil good. We become morally cƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΧaŀƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ 
completely surrounded by his moral darkness that he cannot see his moral and spiritual foolishness.  If 
he only lived within a hundred miles of a city, it might light up his night sky, and he might see his 
profound need and repent! You, Jesus says, are the city that man needs.  The emphasis is further 
developed in the illustration of the lamp that is intended to give light to those who are in the house.  
The lamp is not to be hidden away.  The Christian who has become light in the Lord, should shine for his 
[ƻǊŘΦ  Iƛǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ΨƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΣΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΦέ ς Ferguson 
 
άLǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŀȊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΣ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘǊȅΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƎŀȊŜ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ 
at a full moon.  On a clear night, many will admire its beauty.  We often forget that the moon only 
reflects the greater light of the sun.  Somewhat similarly, many people find it difficult to gaze directly at 
God.  Prayer, Bible reading, and meditation are too much for them.  But they will observe Christians as 
they reflect the greater light of Jesus.  Then sometimes God sense the grace ς call it epistemological 
grace ς to see things as they truly are.  Then men and women manifest the fourth and best response to 
ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ άǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ άǇǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
goodness, and conclude that God is that sourceΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǳǎΦέ ς Doriani 
  



RIGHTEOUS DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 5:17-48 

 
Verses 17-20 – “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. [18]For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. [19]Therefore whoever relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. [20]For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Matthew 4:23, Matthew 11:13, Matthew 23, Hebrews 10:1-18, Acts 11:4-10, Matthew 7:28-29 
 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ōȅ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦές Edmund P. Clowney7  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
But their role will no longer be the same, now that what they pointed to has come, and it will be for 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘeaching and practice what is now the right way to apply 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦέ ς France  
 
Verses 21-26 – "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.' [22]But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother 
will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 
'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. [23]So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, [24]leave your gift there before the altar and 
go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. [25]Come to terms quickly 
with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, 
and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. [26]Truly, I say to you, you will never get out 
until you have paid the last penny. 
 
Exodus 20:13, Genesis 9:6, 1 Samuel 16:7, Ephesians 4:26-27, 1 John 3:15, James 1:19, Luke 23:34,1 
Peter 2:23, Matthew 5:9, Matthew 23:17 
 
Verses 27-30 – "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' [28]But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. [29]If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you 
lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. [30]And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than 
that your whole body go into hell. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ DǊŜŜƪ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭǳǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊέ 
commits adultery.  That is, Jesus forbids the leering looks that are intended to stir up lustful thoughts.  
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΣ άŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭǳǎǘέ 
commits adultery.  In this case, Jesus opposes the man who looks at a woman and wonders how he can 
ŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŘǳŎŜ ƘŜǊΦέ ς Doriani  
 
 άwŀōōƛƴƛŎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎǉǳŀǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǎǘƛƴƎΦέ ς Blomberg  
 
Exodus 20:14,17 Deuteronomy 14:1, Job 31:1 
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Verses 31-32 – "It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 
[32]But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, 
makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
    
Matthew 19:3-12, Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Hosea 2:19-20, Malachi 2:16, Leviticus 20:10 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ƭŀǿ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŀŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
marriage came to an abrupt end, and the living paǊǘƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΧǘƘƛǎ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ  .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦέ ς Ferguson  
 
Verses 33-37 – "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but 
shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' [34]But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either 
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, [35]or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it 
is the city of the great King. [36]And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. [37]Let what you say be simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. 
 
Matthew 23:16-22, Numbers 30:2, Deuteronomy 23:21-23, Leviticus 19:12, Exodus 20:7,16 
 
What are some modern examples of ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ άƻŀǘƘǎέ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ?  
 
What are some situations where society requires people to take oaths? Is Jesus forbidding this? 
  
άWhy does God do something he tells us not to do?...God does not take oaths because his credibility is 
in doubt, but because we, having told and heard so many lies, have learned to be doubters.έ ς Doriani  
 
Verses 38-42 – "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' [39]But I 
say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. [40]And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 
[41]And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. [42]Give to the one who begs 
from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. 
    
Exodus 21:23-25, Leviticus 24:19-20, Deuteronomy 19:21, Matthew 27:32, Deuteronomy 15:7-11, 
Matthew 5:5, 1 Peter 2:19-20, Philippians 2:3-8,  
 
άLƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ lex talionis is necessary justice. But in private, it can cover a vindictive spirit.  Society 
needs justice, but we do not need to exact justice with our own hand.  As individuals, we can entrust 
ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ƳŜǊŎȅΦέ ς Doriani  
 
Verses 43-47 – "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 
[44]But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45]so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust. [46]For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? [47]And if you greet only your brothers, what more are 
you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  
 
Leviticus 19:18, Proverbs 20:22, 24:29, 25:21-22, Exodus 22:25-27, Deuteronomy 24:12-13, 1 Corinthians 
6:7, Luke 23:34 
 
What are the implications of this passage for us collectively as the church? 
 
Verse 48 – You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Leviticus 19:2, 1 Peter 1:14-19 



GENUINE DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 6:1-18 

 
Verse 1 – "Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, 
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.  
 
How do we reconcile this verse with Matthew 5:16? 
 
Examples ς Giving to the needy (Verses 2-4), Prayer (Verses 5-6), Fasting (Verses 16-18) 
 
Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΚ 
 
Verses 2-4 – "Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. [3]But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, [4]so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11, Matthew 25:35-40, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Mark 12:41-44, 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 2 
Corinthians 9:6-8, Exodus 25:1-2 
 
Verses 5-8 – "And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. [6]But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.   [7]"And when you 
pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their 
many words. [8]Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  
 
How does Jesus say that the way in which we think about God will be reflected in our pattern of prayer? 
 
Verses 16-18 – "And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
[17]But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, [18]that your fasting may not be seen by 
others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
What does this passage imply about the expectation of giving, prayer and fasting? 
 
What is fasting? 
¶ Differing degrees 

­  Normal fast (no food, but water) ς Luke 4:2 
­  Partial fast ς Daniel 1:12 
­  Absolute fast ς Ezra 10:6, Esther 4:16, Deuteronomy 9:9, 1 Kings 19:8, Jonah 3:5-8 

¶ Private vs. Corporate (Matthew 6:16-18, Joel 2:15-16, Acts 13:2, 2 Chronicles 20:3, Nehemiah 9:1) 
¶ Regular vs. Occasional (Leviticus 16:29-31, Zechariah 8:19, Luke 18:12) 
 
Fasting is to be done for a purpose – To strengthen prayer  (Ezra 8:23, Daniel 9:3, Joel 2:12, Acts 13:3), 
¢ƻ ǎŜŜƪ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ όWǳŘƎŜǎ нлΥнсΣ !Ŏǘǎ мпΥноύΣ ¢ƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƎǊƛŜŦ όWǳŘƎŜs 20:26, 1 Samuel 3:14, 2 
Samuel 1:11-12), To seek deliverance or protection (2 Chronicles 20:3-4, Ezra 8:21-23, Esther 4:16), To 
express repentance and the return to God (Joel 2:12, 1 Samuel 7:6, Jonah 3:5-8), To humble oneself 
before God (1 Kings 21:27-29, Psalm 35:13), To express concern for the work of God (Nehemiah 1:3-4, 
Daniel 9:3), To minister to the needs of others (Isaiah 58:6-7), To overcome temptation and dedicate 
yourself to God (Matthew 4:1-11), To express love and worship to God (Luke 2:37) 
  



Verses 9 – Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
 
¢ƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊέ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ όMatthew 6:9) and as a prayer itself (Luke 11:2). It is a gospel 
ǎŀǘǳǊŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ ¢ŜǊǘǳƭƭƛŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ άǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘŜŘΦέ 
 
Our Father in heaven 
¶ Our ς  A guards against self-righteousness in prayer and an encouragement to pray with others, 

reminds us we are part of the family of God 
¶ Father ς Reminds us that he has adopted us and we are his children, gives us confidence in his 

fatherly goodness and evokes reverence 
¶ Heaven ς ²ƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƛǎΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ 
 
Hallowed be your name 
¶ Nameς Lƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŜǉǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 
¶ Hallowed ς Sanctified, set apart for sacred use 
¶ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜrarching thing that we are told by Jesus to ask God to do is that God would 

exercise his jealousy for his name. That God would display the greatness of God. That God would 
make much of God. That God would overcome blindness to seeing God. That God would overcome 
indifference to God. That God would remove obstacles to knowing and admiring and loving and 
ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΦέ ς John Piper  

 
Verse 10 – Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ώάƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜέϐΧŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŜŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
glorified here only in the proportion in which His Kingdom comes to us and His will is done by us. But 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƴ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ȅŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  DƻŘΩǎ 
Kingdom must first be set up in their hearts.  God cannot be honored by us until we voluntarily submit 
to His rule over us. ς A. W. Pink 
 
LǎƴΩǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜΚ Why is Jesus asking us to pray άȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέ? 
 
Verse 11 – Give us this day our daily bread 
 
Is it God who we trust to provide? ς Proverbs 30:7-9, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Matthew 6:25-31, James 4:13-
16, Proverbs 27:1, Job 1:13-19 
 
Verses 12,14-15 – Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors…[14] For if you forgive 
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, [15]but if you do not forgive others 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 
Does our act of forgiving earn our forgiveness from God? ς Matthew 18:21-35, 1 John 1:9, 1 John 4:7-11 
 
άhƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƻǊƳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
others have done to us appear by comparison extremely trifling.  If on the other hand, we have an 
ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦέ ς John Stott8 
 
Verse 13 – And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 
What are we asking in this petition? ς Matthew 4:1, James 1:2-3,13-14, 1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Timothy 
4:18, Jude 24 
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TRUSTING DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 6:19-34 

 
What do you tend to worry about? 
 
Verses 19-21 – "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, [20]but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21]For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
 
Proverbs 23:1-5, James 5:1-5, Ecclesiastes 2:1-22, 5:8-20; 1 Timothy 6:6-19, 4:4-5 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΧŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ά{ǘƻǇ ǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎέΧǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ōǊŜŀƪ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΦέ ς Carson 
 
Although we have mothballs, rust-proofing and alarm systems, do we comprehend that the things we 
prize most dearly are subject to deterioration and unforeseen circumstances?  
 
ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ again that in the 
parable which most directly addresses the issue (20:1-15) there is a deliberate discrepancy between the 
effort expended and the recompense received: God does no leave anyone unfairly treated, but his grace 
is not limited to human deserving.  In a kingdom in which the first are last and the last first (19:30, 
нлΥмсύ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ άǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ άǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǳǇέ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƳŜǊƛǘƻǊƛƻǳǎ ŀŎǘǎ όŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻt only by almsgiving) but 
ōȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ς France 
 
Verses 22-24 – "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 
of light, [23] but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!   [24]"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money. 
 
Hebrews 13:5, Mark 4:18-19 
  
ά{ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘǇƭŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
reproduce without extensive paraphrase in order to commend either single-mindedness (in pursuing the 
values of the kingdom of heaven) or generosity, or more likely both, as a key to the effective life of a 
disciple.  The final comment then underlines how spiritually disoriented is a life which is not governed by 
those principles, but rather aims to ŀƳŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ άǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ ς France  
 
άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƛŜǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-centered and the God-centered, so there 
are only two kinds of ambition: one can be ambitious either for oneself or for God.  There is no third 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΦέ ς Stott  
 
Jesus is speaking here of serving money and possessions as idolatry.  What are some other common 
forms of idolatry in the church today? 
 
  



Verses 25-30 – "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? [26]Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? [27]And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? [28]And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, [29] yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. [30]But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith?  
 
What reasons does Jesus give here for not being anxious?  
 
ά{ǘǊƻƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ƛƴǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ōȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΦ wŀǘƘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ς Doriani 
 
Psalm 104:10-15,27-30 
 
Are these reassuring? Why or why not? What do you think about the following commentary? 
 
ά5ƻŜǎ DƻŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻ ōƻǳƴǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƘǳƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
often for lack of suitable food, and many of which face the probability of extinction in our shrinking 
world?  Even more pertinently, how are we to maintain the relevance of this teaching to those large 
numbers of human beings, many of them devout disciples, who simply cannot obtain enough food and 
die through famine while the affluent part of the world lives in excess?  It would be a grossly insensitive 
and blinkered expositor who would dare to suggest that it was simply because they did not trust God 
enough.  This teaching seems to envisage the world as it should be rather than the world as it is, and 
while it is true that much of both human and animal suffering can be blamed on human selfishness and 
ƎǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎ ƳƛǎƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
famine or ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΦέ ς France 
 
Verses 31-34 – Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 
'What shall we wear?' [32]For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them all. [33]But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.  [34]"Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  
 
Psalm 103:13-18, Philippians 4:6-12 
 
What additional reasons does Jesus give for not being anxious? Rather than anxiety, what does Jesus say 
should characterize his disciples?  
  



HUMBLE DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 7:1-12 

 
Verses 1-5 – "Judge not, that you be not judged. [2]For with the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. [3]Why do you see the speck that is 
in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? [4]Or how can you say to your 
brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? [5]You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your brother's eye. 
 
In what conteȄǘ ƛǎ άWǳŘƎŜΣ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘέ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƻǘŜŘΚ Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ 
with the context of the passage? 
 
Do you live by the standards you hold others to (e.g., spouse, children, co-workers, other Christians)? 
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘƛǊǊƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ 
instruction certainly invites that abuse.  His ethic is so profound and rigorous that it can be painful to 
ŀǇǇƭȅ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ ς Doriani  
 
Romans 14:10-13, 2 Samuel 12:1-12, Luke 18:9-14, Galatians 6:1-5, Matthew 5:5,7, John 7:24 
 
How does the practice of church discipline relate to this passage? 
 
Verse 6 – "Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample 
them underfoot and turn to attack you. 
 
Matthew 10:14, Ecclesiastes 3:7, Acts 13:44-46, 18:5-6,46, 19:9, 28:23-31 
 
Verses 7-11 – "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. [8]For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
be opened. [9]Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? [10]Or if he 
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? [11]If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 
him!  
 
Matthew 6:9-13,25-34, James 4:1-12, Luke 11:11-12, Matthew 5:17-20, James 1:16-17 
 
Verse 12 – "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ wǳƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ  !ōƻǳǘ 
AD 20, Rabbi Hillel, challenged by a Gentile to summarize the law in a the short time the Gentile could 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƭŜƎΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀǿΤ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ Dƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛǘΦέ  !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ 
positively.  Thus stated it is certainly more telling than its negative counterpart, for it speaks against sins 
of omission as well as sins of commission. The goats in Matthew 25:31-46 would be acquitted under the 
negative form of the rule, but not under the form attributed ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΦέ ς Carson 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ƛƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ h¢ όрΥмт-20), has called 
forth warnings against hypocrisy (6:1-18) and the formulation of kingdom perspectives (6:19-34).  But 
there are other dangers.  Demands for perfection can breed judgementalism (7:1-5), while demands for 
ƭƻǾŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ όтΥсύΧ.ǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
them to recognize their personal inadequacy and so drive them to prayer (7:7-11).  The Golden Rule 
(7:12) summarizes the body of the sermon (5:17-тΥмнύΦέ ς Carson 



WARNED DISCIPLES – MATTHEW 7:13-29 

 
Verses 13-14 – "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. [14]For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that 
leads to life, and those who find it are few. 
 
Jeremiah 21:8, Psalm 1, Deuteronomy 11:26-29, Luke 13:23-24, Joshua 24:15, Proverbs 15:19 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ƛǎ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ άŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άƭƛŦŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ 
less successful attempts to follow the lifestyle of the kingdom of heaven, but of being either in or out, 
saved or lost.  The two routes lead in opposite directions, and their destinations are totally apart. 
Without using those words, this saying sets before us the radical alternative of heaven or hell. The 
choice is set out in the imagery of two roads, contrasted in their character (broad and narrow), in their 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ όŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǿύΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ς France  
 
Verses 15-20 – "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. [16]You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, 
or figs from thistles? [17]So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 
[18]A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. [19]Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20]Thus you will recognize them by 
their fruits. 
 
Matthew 3:10, James 3:12, 1 Timothy 6:3-5, Deuteronomy 18:21-22, Deuteronomy 13:1-5 
 
άCǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳŎƪǘƘƻǊƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ 
on certain thistles might deceive one into thinking figs were growing. But no one would be long 
ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ  {ƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ  hƴŜΩǎ άŦǊǳƛǘέ ς not just what one does, but all one says and does ς will 
ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎΧ[ƛǾƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƴƻǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦŜƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŜǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
betray him.  Ultimately false prophets tear down faith and promote divisiveness and bitterness and 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴƎƻŘƭƛƴŜǎǎΦέ ς Carson  
 
Verses 21-23 – "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22]On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?' [23]And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.' 
 
Matthew 25: 31-46, Mark 9:38-39, 1 Corinthians 13:2, Hebrews 3:14, 1 John 2:19 
  
ά¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ 
terms of the allegiŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘΧ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ώǾŜǊǎŜϐ нм Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘŜŘ 
ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ ά5ƻƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άōŜƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴέ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΧέ5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŜǘƘical category; that will also 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǊŘΦέ ! ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŜǾŜƴ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦέ ς France  
  



Verses 24-27 – "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. [25]And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. [26]And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. [27]And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell, and great was the fall of it." 
 
James 1:16-25, James 2:14-20, Ezekiel 13:1-16, Ezekiel 33:30-33 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƭŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ DƻŘ ƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ 
though other texts make these metaphorical identifications on different grounds (e.g., Psalm 18:2, 1 
/ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ млΥпύΣ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
corresponds to the rock in the analogy. The parable is an analogy, not an allegory.  The one who hears 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ them is as wise as someone who provides a strong foundation on rock.  The 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƴŘΦέ ς Snodgrass9 
  
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
hard now, but leads to life. Many take the easy road, perhaps largely by accident.  But a few find the 
hard road, which implies that they are looking. Which road will you take? There are two trees.  Good 
trees bear good fruit, and bad trees bear bad fruit. Which do you bear? What do your words and deeds 
reveal about your nature? There are two ways to call upon Jesus. Some call upon his name and even 
prophesy and perform wonders in that name. But they do not know him and are not saved.  Others call 
upon him as their true Lord and are saved.  On the last day, when all stand before Jesus, the Judge, 
there will be one question. Do you know Jesus as Savior or not? Two builders construct houses on two 
foundations. In dry weather, both look sound.  But when the rain comes, the rivers rise, and the wind 
blows, all is revealed.  A house built on sand will collapse, but a house built on rock will stand.  Upon 
what foǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘΚέ ς Doriani  
 
Verses 28-29 – And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 
[29] for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. 
 
ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΧέ ς Matthew 11:1, 13:53, 19:1 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ōǳǘ 
messianic ς ƛΦŜΦΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǎŎƘŀǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢Ƙǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗέ wŀǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ the first person and claims that his teaching fulfills the OT; that he 
determines who enters the messianic kingdom; that as Divine Judge he pronounces banishment; that 
the true heirs of the kingdom would be persecuted for their allegiance to him; and that he alone fully 
ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΧWŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
always understand it.  This same authority is now to be revealed in powerful, liberating miracles, signs of 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ώƛƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ у ŀƴŘ фϐΦέ ς Carson  
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